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1. Go to this website: 

http://rescuers.facinghistory.org
2. Read The Rescuers “About the Online Guide”
3. Choose 3 of the 5 Rescuers to research independently OR YOU MAY  DO ALL OF THEM FOR EXTRA CREDIT! Be engaged in your research, thorough and thoughtful in your responses to the Connection questions. Follow the directions below:


a. Consider the guiding questions. 


b. Read the Historical Background. 


c. Watch the video. 


d. Answer the Connection Questions for the 3 Rescuers you chose. Leave the others blank. 
Hiram Bingham IV

1. In what ways did Bingham’s work conflict with the official policy of the United States government and American sentiments regarding immigration at the time? What do you think were the reasons the State Department refused to admit more than a handful of refugees in the 1930s and 1940s?

2. What affected Bingham’s decision to help Jewish and non-Jewish refugees? Long and Bingham came from the same social background but developed opposing attitudes toward Jews. Why do you think that is?

3. How might you explain Bingham’s decision not to disclose his actions during World War II to his family? 

Georg Ferdinand Duckwitz
1.  What was Duckwitz’s dilemma when he learned about Best’s memo seeking approval for the deportation of the Jews? What specific choices did he make in response to the memo and the deportation order that followed?

2. What words does historian Leni Yahil use to describe the response of the Danish population to the Nazi plan to deport the Jews? As you read the text and watch the film, are their specific words or phrases that give you insight into the choices Danes made to save their Jewish neighbors?

3. How did Duckwitz explain his actions? As you read the text and watch the film, are their others words or phrases that people use that add additional insight into the choices he made?

Chiune Sugihara
1. What led to the chaos and violence in Kaunas before the Nazis arrived? Who was responsible?
2. What were the historical events that led to thousands of Polish Jews amassing at the doorstep of the Japanese consulate in Kaunas?
3. What might have influenced Sugihara to defy his government's orders? What could have been the consequences of Sugihara's decision? For diplomats, where is the line between conscience and duty? Can a democracy function when government representatives follow their own conscience versus their government's policy?
Selahattin Ülkümen

1. For Ülkümen, who were the Jews of the island of Rhodes? What argument did he use when arguing for their release from the Germans?

2. Sociologist Helen Fein defines the circle of people we are morally committed to as our “universe of obligation.” These are individuals and groups “toward whom obligations are owed, to whom rules apply, and whose injuries call for [amends].”[4]  How did Ülkümen define his universe of obligation?

3. Ülkümen was not the only Turkish diplomat to help the persecuted Jews. For example, Behiç Erkin helped several thousand French Jews who held Turkish citizenship survive Nazi deportation.[5] Turkey at the time of the war was ruled by a secular government, but a large sector of the population was Muslim. What can we learn, if anything by knowing about the identity of the Rescuers.

Raoul Wallenberg

1. As a diplomat, what options were available to Wallenberg for helping Jewish targets of the Nazis that were not available to ordinary citizens? List some of the ways Wallenberg was able to help the Jews in Budapest.

2. What would you want someone to know about Wallenberg’s story?

3. The U.S. Holocaust Museum is located on Raoul Wallenberg place. What do you think were the reasons for choosing this location for the museum?
